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New Delhi: In a first, tribal
people who have been tilling
land for 20-30 yvears without
possessing ownershippapers
will be compensated during
land acquisition for the ambi-
tious Ahmedabad-Mumbai
high-speed rail project.

The National High Speed
Rail Corporation (NHSRCL)
and Maharashtra govern-
ment are working out the
compensation amount for
such tillers in Palghar dis-
trict in the state which has
seen considerable opposi-
tion to the project. The Cor-
poration now claims that pa-
tient engagement has helped
and land surveys —to be con-
ducted with owners — are
pending in only 17 villages.
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cided that though these people
are non-title holders, their
livelihood is affected when the
land they cultivate in Is ac-
quired and should be some-
what compensated. But how
much, that's something I need
to work out with the state gov-
ernment so that It's accept-

able,” NHRSCL managing di-
rector Achal Khare told TOL
Khare admitted the Cor-
poration is facing certain is-
sues in acquiring land in the
disirict, but has now man-
aged tocomplete about 41sale
deeds and is in the final stage
to take possession of the land.

“Most of these people,
who are cultivating the land,
are not owners. These are in
somebody else’s name. This
is one issue we are facing
now. We —Maharashtra gov-
ernment and NHRSCL — are
trying to find a solution in a
humanitarian manner. If

someone is cultivating the
land for 20-30 years and the
land is not in his name, so
how do I pay him?” he said.
Earlier Joint measure-
ment survey (JMS) could not
be carried out in 33 of 73 vil-
lages. “Now we have done
JMS in 16 more villages and
only 17 villages are left. We
are also discussing with vil-
lagers to find the kind of de-
velopment they want and to
prepare a plan to meet their
requirement,” he said.
Khare sald misgivings
were rooted In previous expe-
riences when promised com-
pensation was not fully paid or
delayed. People also shared
how resettlement was delaved.
NHSRCL appointed a
communicator for every two
villages and that helped.
“There were misgivings that
our project will cut villages
into two parts. We are going
completely elevated (1516
meters above the ground)
and we are taking only 60 feet
to build the high-speed rail
corridor,” Kharesaid.



