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JAPAN CONSUL GENERAL'S VISIT TO AHMEDABAD

‘Bullet train project will make India see economic marvel’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD,MARCHB

THE AHMEDABAD-Mumbai
bullet train project will make
India witness economic marvel
along the lines of Japan, said
Consul General of Japan in
Mumbai, Michio Harada during
his visit to Ahmedabad on
Friday evening.

Harada was present at the
Ahmedabad Management
Association (AMA) on Fiday to
present an address on ‘Japan
India Relations — Spotlight on
Gujarat’ where he spoke about
the long standing history be-
tween Japan and Gujarat and
opined onits future.

“Backin 1964, Japan hosted
the first Olympics in Tokyo and
the country has seen an eco-
nomic marvel since then.

Similarly, the Bullet Train proj-
ect will put India on the path of
development by strengthening
of(its) transport network. Under
the leadership of Narendra Modi
inlndia and Shinzo Abe in Japan,
the friendship between the two
countries has soared to new
heights,” said Harada.

Harada alsospoke aboutthe
recent securityexerdses under-
taken bythe two countries."We
have witnessed the opening of
channels for dialogue between
the two nations whichis a pos-
itive aspect. Recently, India,
Japan and US participated in a
joint exercise to make maritime
borders safe. India and Japan are
keen on discussing security as-
pects,” he added.

On the importance of Gujarat
inlndiaand Japan's relationship,
Harada said,” Japanese have a lot
to learn from Indians and vice
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versa. For example, Indians are
seen in high regard when it
comes to the information tech-
nology field and Japanese are the

leaders in manufacturing indus-
try. By further exchange of dia-
logue and resources, the two na-
tions can strive forward to a

b Gujarat University and
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CONSUL GENERAL OF JAPAN INMUMBAI

better future,” said Harada,
Harada also said that the
Indo-Japan Student Exchange
programme hasacted as acata-
lyst in strengthening the rela-
tionship between the two na-
tions. “The student exchange
programme was started in 1970s

Otemon Gaukin University in
Japan to promote the heritage
and values of the two great cul-
tures. With the help of this pro-
gramme, we have seen two cul-
tures coming together formutual
benefit. | believe the coming
decade holds much more for the
two nationsinsectors such as au-
tomobiles, artificial intelligence
and pharmaceuticals, among
others,”said Harada.

‘Whenasked about the scare
of novel coronavirus (COVID-
19), Harade said, “The business
has suffered badly due to coron-
avirus but now is the time tonot
create panic. The world as we
see it, is getting complicated day
by day with the rise of new
viruses and it is up to the young
minds of the two nations to put
their skills together to combat
it," he added.



