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Satish Agnihotri joins as new
Hanaglg Director, NHSRCL

@ Satish Agnihotri
(Rt:td} Former Chair-
2" man and Managing
"l Director, Rail Vikas
“ Nigam Limited has
taken over charge as Managing
Director, National High Speed
Rail Corporation Ltd. He holds a
Bachelor of Engineering (Civil),
1982 and Master of Engineering
(Structures), 1984, both from 11T,
Roorkee.
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Rail Corporation Ltd

APPOINTMENT

S. Agnihotri joins as new
MD of NHSRC: Satish
Agnihotri, IRSE officer of 1982
exam batch, has taken the
charge as Managing Director,
National High Speed Rail
Corporation Ltd (NHSRC).
Agnihotri comes with more than 19 years of
experience in implementation of mega rail
infrastructure projects. He has worked as
Chairman & Managing Director of Rail Vikas
Nigam Limited (RVNL), a schedule 'A' CPSE
under the Ministry of Railways for close to 9
years, He also held the position of Chairman,
High Speed Rail Corporation Ltd (HSRC).
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NHSRCL gets new chief

New Delhi: The National High neering (civil) and Master of Engi-
Speed Rail Corporation Ltd neering (structures) from IIT, Roor-
(NHSRCL), which is implementing kee, and was conferred the Alumnus

the country’s first bullet train pro-  Award in 2013 by the institution. He
ject, has got a new ma- has over 19 years of ex-

naging director. For- BULLET TRAIN PROJECT perience inimplemen-
mer CMD of Rail Vi- tation of rail infras-
kas Nigam Ltd (RVNL), Satish Agni-  tructure projects. Prior to RVNL, he
hotri took charge on Thursday. held the position of chairman of

AnIRSE officer of 1982 batch, Ag-  High Speed Rail Corporation Ltd
nihotri holds a Bachelor of Engi- (HSRC).




Bullet train
project agency
gets new MD

New Delhl: The National
High Speed Rall Corpora-
tion Ltd (NHSRCL), which
Is Implementing the coun-
try’s first bullet train pro-
Ject, has got a new manag-
ingdirector.

Former CMD of Rall VI-
Kas Nlgam Ltd (RVNL), Sat-
ish Agnihotri took charge
on Thursday Agnihotri 18
an IRSE officer of 1982
batch. mw
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Satish Agnihotri takes charge as new MD of NHSRCL

A
gl

New Delhi, July 2 Satish Agnihotri, a 1982 batch IRSE officer (retired) on
Thursday took charge as the new Managing Director of the National High Speed
Rail Corporation Ltd (NHSRCL), which is looking after the works of the high-speed
rail corridors.

NHSRCL spokesperson Sushma Gaur said that Agnihotri holds Bachelor of
Engineering (Civil, 1982) and Master of Engineering (Structures, 1984) degrees
from the IIT Roorkee, and was conferred with the distinguished ‘Alumnus Award’
by the institute in 2013.

She said that Agnihotri comes with more than 19 years of experience in th
implementation of mega rail infrastructure projects.

“He had worked as the Chairman and Managing Director of the Rail Vikas Nigam
Limited (RVNL) for close to nine years. He also held the position of Chairman, High
Speed Rail Corporation Ltd (HSRC), a fully-owned subsidiary of RVNL, since its
inception in July 2012 till August 2018, she said.

Gaur said that HSRC was the Indian-side counterpart agency for carrying out various
high-speed studies which were undertaken on government-to-government basis with
China, Spain etc. and completed feasibility studies of five high-speed rail corridors.
Gaur further said that during his tenure as the CMD of RVNL, it completed 7,000
km of project length including 3,000 km doubling/3rd line, 880 km conversion of
metre gauge track to broad gauge, 3,000 km railway electrification, 85 km new line,
six factories and many important bridges.

“A 7 km long tunnel was also completed in a record time of 25 months in a new line
project in Andhra Pradesh,” she added.

Achal Khare, the first MD of NHSRCL, retired on Wednesday.

“As we bid farewell to our first Managing Director Achal Khare, the NHSRCL
family takes this opportunity to thank him for his inspiring leadership and
trailblazing spirit towards the dream of India’s first high-speed rail corridor,” the
NHSRCL said in a tweet.
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nght Man for the Right Job

SATISH AGNIHOTRI has taken
charge as Chairman cum Man-
aging Director of the National
High Speed Rail Corporation
Limited (NHSRCL) at a rather
critical juncture. The completion
deadline of the Mumbai-Ahmed-
abad HSR project - described as

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's o

pet scheme - has reportedly been
stretched forward by five years:
From 2023 to 2028. Project costs
have spiralled, while the Indian
and Japanese government (proj-
ect financer) have been unable
to thrash out the arithmetics on

revised costs. Execution tasks
have apparently become tougher
because of the Uddhav Thac-
keray government’s apparent
reluctance in })anmg with the
land required for the project in
Maharashtra.

Hopes in official circles seems
to rest on such a premise: That
,\?ﬂhon’i - a 1982 batch officer

the Indian Railway Service
of Engineers (IRSE) - would be
able to bring about the same
kind of a turnaround that he had
so successfully executed in the
Rail Vikas Nigam Limited (RVNL)
during his stewardship of the or-
ganisation for close to nine years.

During his tenure as the Chair-
man cum Managing Director, the
RVNL was av.arded the “Mini
Ratna"status for the first time
in 2003 and achieved the rating
of “ Excellent performance*for
nine consecutive years. From
revenues of Rs. 1445 crores in
201011 - the year Agnihotri
joined as CMD - the figures shot
up to Rs. 8000 crores in 2017-18
- an increase of as much as 453
percent. During the period, the
RVNL completed 7000 km rail
lines including 3000 km of dou-
bling/third fine, 830 km of gauge
conversion and 3000 km of rail
electrification. In settling upon

the candidature of Agnihotri, the
policy makers were apparently
influenced by another fact: That,
amongst all his peers, Agnihotri
is the only officer to have had a
consistent and intense involve-
ment with
India’s high speed plans. From
July 2012 to August 2018, he func-
tioned as the Chairman of the
High Speed Rail Corporation - the
precursor of the HSRCL. After
the Appointments Committee of
Cabinet approved his selection
on June 8, Agnihotri took charge
as NHSRCL Managing Director
on July 1.
/DAILY WORLD /




