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Bullet train: 98.5% Guj land
acquired, Maha lags at 44%

SHASHANK RAO AND
SWAPNIL MISHRA
Mumbai

The National High Speed Rail
Corporation Limited (NHSR-
CL) has set 2026 as the dead-
line for carryving out trials on
the 50-km Billimora-Surat
stretch of the much-touted
Mumbai-Ahmedabad High
Speed Rail Corridor However,
officials said the trials might
get extended to mid-2027.

More than 98.5 per cent of
the land required in Gujarat
has been procured; on the oth-
er hand, the progress in Ma-
harashtra is slow but steady
with 44 per cent land having
been acquired, mainly in Pal-
ghar district. There is not
much progress as far as land
acquisition in Mumbai and
Thane is concerned. There is
no clear deadline either for
starting the Bullet Train on
the entire 508-km Mumbai-
Ahmedabadroute, as officials
say it is difficult to give a defi-
nite timeline until all the land
in Maharashtra and Gujarat
has been acquired.

“We are waiting for acqui-
sition of land in Maharash-

Girders and pillars being cast at the yard

tra to be over and are cur-
rently in talks with the state
government,” said NHSR-
CL's Managing Director
Satish Agnihotri.

As per the current update
on land acquired for India's
first Bullet Train project, the
NHSRCL has acquired close
to 44 per cent of the land in
three districts of Maharash-
tra — Mumbai, Thane and
Palghar. Sources said that in
Palghar 287 hectares needs
to be acquired in all. Of this,
116 hectares remains to be
acquired. Meanwhile, the
quantum of land needed in
Mumbai and Thane districts
is around 432 hectares, com-

Bullet train: 98.5% Guj...

prising forest, private and
government land. NHSRCL
officials said 44 per cent of
the private land and 80 per
cent of the government land
has been acquired so far,
whileno forest land has been
acquired yet. As of now,
there isno clarity of land ac-
quisition in Mumbai and
Thane, although things are
finally moving ahead in Pal-
gharafter a seriesof protests
by the locals.

Meanwhile, in Gujarat, the
NHSRCL has managed to ac-
quire more than 98 per cent
of the total 352 km of land
needed for the project.

CONTD. ON NATION PAGE

On December 26, Gujarat Chief Minister Bhu-
pendra Patel visited the casting yard at Surat
to get an update on the progress by NHSRCL
officials. At the vard, 950-tonne girders are be-
ing cast, which take 15 days to complete and
will be placed on the pillars. Later, another
batch of 1500-tonne girders will be put in
place, resulting in the toughest pillars and rail
girders that will be capable of accommodat-
ing bullet trains running at 350 kmph.

In Gujarat, civil work has commenced on a
343-km stretch. Of the total Rs 1,08 lakh crore
estimated project cost, Rs 72,000 crore will be
spent in Gujarat. The NHSRCL authorities
agreed that there could be possibility of the
project cost going up and this is being worked
out with the Japanese counterparts who are
providing technology and support for the
multi-crore project.
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INFRASTRUCTURE WORKS FOR India's
firstbullet train project between Mumbai
and Ahmedabad have been put on the fast
track following completion of the land
acquisition process in Gujarat and the
union territory of Dadraand Nagar Haveli
(DNH) though, as Railway Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw said recently, the project
will miss the original deadline of Decem-
ber 2023 owing to land acquisition issues
in Maharashtra and delays caused by
Covid-19.

While land acquisition in neighbour-
ing Maharashtra has been slower, the
National High Speed Rail Corporation
Limited (NHSRCL) - the implementing
agency forthe ¥1.10-lakh-crore project —
has initiated the process for building a
tunnel betweenthe underground Bandra-
Kurla Complex (BKC) and Shilphata
within Mumbai. A senior official with
NHSRCLsays the bidding process foreight
newtenders hasbeen initiated,including
that fora tunnel in Mumbai and a train-
ing institute building at Vadodara. While
most of the groundwork has been laid in
Gujarat until now, the NHSRCL is speed-
ing up construction related activities in
Maharashtra,he says,

Nearly 78% (of the total 825 hectares)
of the land required for the project has
been acquired, says Sushma Gor,
spokesperson for NHSRCL adding, “as far
as Gujaratand DNH are concerned, 98%
and 100% of land has been acquired,
while thefigure is 3990 for Maharashtra.
Civil contracts for 68% of the corridor's
alignment (nearly 344 km) have already
been awarded . These include contracts for
construction of seven HSR stations in
Gujarat and the Surat Depot. Civil works
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® BULLETTRAIN PROJECT

Work gets into
the fast lane

With the land acquisition process completed in Gujarat
and DNH, and civil contracts for most of its length
awarded, the project is ready to make swift progress

. -

First girder erection at Navsari in Gujarat on November 25, 2021

like casting and erection of girders, seg-
ments and piers for the viaduct are pro-
gressing. The Sabarmati Passenger Hubis

also taking shape and is expected to be
complete by the endof 2022." A highly
technicalteam hasalso been deployed for

the construction of an 18-km-long tun-
nelunder the seain Maharashtra.

The official says thatall statutory clear-
ances relating to wildlife, coastal regula-
tion zenes (CRZ) and forest regulations
have been obtained by the NHSRCL. More-
over,more than 1,340 utilities, of the total
1,651 utilities that need to be shifted for
the project, have been moved in Gujarat
and Maharashtra.

Of the total 508-km-long Mumbai
Ahmedabad High Speed Rail (MAHSR)
corridor, 348.04 km falls in Gujarat,
4.3 km in DNH and nearly 155 km in
Maharashtra. Over 90% of the corridor
between Sabarmati (Ahmedabad) and
BKC (Mumbai) would be elevated.
NHSRCLhas divided the stretch between
Ahmedabad and Mumbai in 27 seg-
mentsto facilitate wor k, says the official,
adding that tenders for 18 of these seg-
ments, valued at over ¥60,000 crore,
have been called. Larsen & Toubro has
been given two contracts worth
32,175 crore for the construction of a
319-km elevated viaduct from Ahmed-
abad to Zaroli village in Valsad district
nearthe Maharashtra border.

With trains running at a speed of
320 kmy/hr, the corridor would have
35 trains running per day ineach direc-
tion,at a frequency of 20 minutes in peak
hoursand 30 minutes in non-peak hours,
The complete 508-km journey will take
2 hoursand 57 minutes. NHSRCLhas pro-
jected a fare of ¥3,000-5,000 for an end-
to-end journey. The Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) is providing a
soft loan of T88,000 crore at 0.1% inter-
estto fund the project. The Indian Rail-
ways would provide ¥17,000 crore, with
theremaining 5,000 crore coming from
Gujaratand Maharashtra.
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