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Ahmedabad-Mumbai bullet
train is a priority, says Modi

PM virtually inaugurates 2 railway lines connecting suburbs

STAFF REPORTER
MUMBAI

While dedicating to the na-
tion two additional railway
lines connecting the Thane
and Diva suburbs in the
Mumbai Metropolitan Re-
gion (MMR) via video confe-
rencing, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Friday did
not miss the opportunity to
remind the Maharashtra
Chief Minister of the impor-
tance of the Ahmedabad-
Mumbai bullet train, a pro-
ject which has taken the
backseat under Maharash-
tra’s tripartite Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) government.
“Ahmedabad-Mumbai

high speed rail is country’s
need and it will strengthen
Mumbai’s identity as the city
of dreams. Completing this
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project rapidly is our priori-
ty,” Mr. Modi said.

Maharashtra Chief Minis-
ter Uddhav Thackeray and
the MVA government have
been constantly questioning
the feasibility of the multi-
thousand crore project, and
it has even been alleged that
the State government is not
cooperating with the Centre
on the project.

Mr. Modi also used the op-
portunity to campaign for

the upcoming civic polls in
Mumbai and the MMR by
counting his government’s
initiatives to improve the rail
network in and around
Mumbai.

Recalling the contribution
of the metropolitan city of
Mumbai in the progress of
Independent India, Mr. Mo-
di said that now the effort
was to increase manifold
Mumbai’s capability in con-
tributing to an “Aatmanirb-
har Bharat”. “That’s why
our special focus is on creat-
ing 2lst century infrastruc-
ture for Mumbai,” he said.

Thousands of crores of ru-
pees were being invested in
equipping Mumbai’s subur-
ban rail system with the lat-
est technology, Mr. Modi
said.
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PM Modi bats for early completion of
Mumbai-Ahmedabad bullet train project

The estimated cost of the 508km high-speed corridor is Rs 1,10,000

crore and the project is being executed W|th Japanese assmtance
| - W

PTI, MUMBAL: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on
Friday pushed for early
completion of the Mum-
bai-Ahmedabad high-
speed rail project and said
his government's focus is
on creating infrastructure
for the 21st century in the
financial capital.

He said the ambitious
project (also called bullet
train) is the need of the
hour as it will strength in-
frastructure capacity
building and reinforce
Mumbai's identity as "the
city of dreams”,

The Prime Minister was
speaking after virtually in-
augurating two additional
railway lines (5th and 6th)
connecting Thane and Diva
in the Mumbai metropoli-
tan region. He also flagged
off two suburban trains.

He said completing the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad high-
speed rail project should
be priority for all.

The estimated cost of the
508km high-speed corri-
dor is Rs 1,10,000 crore
and the project, being exe-
cuted with Japanese assis-
tance, is facing land
acquisition issues.

He said Mumbai's contri-
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Prime Mlmster Narendra Modl durmg the mauguratmn of addltlonai railway Imes connecting
Thane & Diva in Maharashtra, through video conferencing, in New Delhi on Friday.

bution in development of
the country post-indepen-
dence was very important.

"The effort nowis to up-
grade Mumbai's capacity
for creating an Aatmanirb-
har Bharat. Hence, our
focus ison creating infra-
structure development of
the 21st century in Mum-
bai," Modi said.

He said the new railway
lines between Thane and
Diva would improve the
"ease of living" for Mum-
baikars and give speed to life

in the city which never stops.

The PM said most of the
36 new suburban trains
starting from Friday on the
Central Railway line were
air-conditioned.

"The central govern-
ment was committed to
modernization of the sub-
urban railway network
(called Mumbai's lifeline),”
the Prime Minister said.

He said the foundation
stone for the 5th and 6th
lines was laid in 2008 and
they were to be completed

by 2015, but they faced
some challenges.

Hurdles in expediting
their construction were re-
moved by overcoming all
challenges, Modi said.

"Our government is
committed to make rail-
ways secure and modern,”
he said.

“Infrastructure projects
used to drag on earlier due
to lack of coordination in
planning and execution but
we have changed that ap-
proach,” Modi said.
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Bullet train
important for
Mumbai and
India: PM

MUMBAI, DHNS: Amiddelays
in his flagshipinfrastructure
project, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Friday said
that the Mumbai-Ahmed-
abad bullet train project is
important for Mumbai and
India.

“The Mumbai-Ahmed-
abad high speed rail is very
important for Mumbai and
India..once complete, it
would further solidify the
identity of Mumbai as City
of Dreams,” Modi said via
video-conference.

At a function to dedicate
to the nation two addition-
al railway lines connecting
Thane and flag off two sub-
urban trains, Modi made
these observations. “Com-
pleting this project rapidly
is our priority,” he added.

The project is facing is-
sues vis-a-vis land acquisi-
tionin Maharashtra.

Recalling the contribu-
tion of the metropolitan city
of Mumbai in the progress
of independent India, the
Prime Minister said that
now the effort is to increase
Mumbai’s capability mani-
fold with regard to its con-
tribution for Atma Nirbhar
Bharat.
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Bullet train is
the need of the
hour, says PM

Mumbai, Feb. 18: PM
Narendra Modi on Friday
pushed for early comple-
tion of the Mumbai.
Ahmedabad high-speed
rail project and said his
government’s focus is on
creating infrastructure
for the 21st century in the
financial capital. He said
the ambitious project
(also called bullet train) is
the need of the hour as it
will strength infrastruc-
ture capacity  building
and reinforce Mumbai’s
identity as “the city of
dreams”,

The PM was speaking
after virtually inaugurat-
ing two additional rail-
way lines (5th and 6th)
connecting Thane and
Diva in the Mumbai met-
ropolitan region. He also
flagged off two suburban
trains. He said complet-
ing the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad high-speed
rail project should be pri-
ority for all.

The estimated cost of
the 508km high-speed
corridor is 21,10,000 crore
and the project, being
executed with Japanese
assistance, is facing land
acquisition issues. — PTT
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