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Bullet train’s first stretch
to operate from Aug 2026

It will be between Bilimora and Surat in Gujarat; land acquisition issues stall project in state

RAJENDRA B, AKLEKAR

rajendra aklokar@msd-day.com

THE first stretch of India's first bul-
let train’s route, running between
Bilimora and Surat In Gujarat, is
set to open in August 2026. While
the route of the train is from Ah-
medabad to Mumbai, not much has
been done regarding construction
in Maharashtra.

Railway  Minister  Ashwini
Vaishnaw said the project had
slowed down in Maharashtra due
toland acquisition issues. "Butlam
a hopeful person and feel the issue
will soon be solved amicably. Ma-
harashtra should work in the spirlt
of cooperation and collaboration
on the project,” he said, Vaishnaw
was in Surat to inspect the pro-
gress of the government's ambi-
tious Ahmedabad-Mumbal bullet
train project.

He said pillars for the bullet train
project have been put up on 61 km
of the route and work is underway
on around 150 km of the stretch
and every month, more than 10 - 12
km of piers are being constructed,
including bridges on rivers.

"We are keeping the target of
running the first bullet train be-
tween Surat and Bilimora in 2026,
The progress is very good, and we
are confident of running the train
by that time," he said, during his

Raddway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw inspects the bullet train project in Surat

i am a hopeful person and feel
the issue will soon be solved am
icably. Maharashtra should work
in the spirit of cooperation and
collaboration on the project

Aty Vashaam ratway menader

visit to the site of the upcoming Su-
rat High Speed Rail (HSR) station.

He also inspected the casting yards
at Surat and Navsari

The project is aimed at running the
bullet train between Ahmedabad and
Mumbai on a high speed rail (HSR)
corridor at a speed of 320 kmph, cov-
ering a distance of 508 km over 12 sta-
tions, The train Is expected to reduce
the travel time between the two cities
to about three hours from the current

Project status

Land acquisition status for
the project

OGujarat: acquired 98.8%
ODadra Nagar Haveli: 100%
OMaharashtra: acquired

= 71,5% (Pvt.-91.7%;
government - 92%; Forest-Nil)

Stations and depots

OWorks on all 8 HSR stations
from Vapi to Sabarmati are
under various stages of
construction

OSurat depot - All 128
foundations have been
completed

OSabarmati depot - Work has
been awarded on February 4,
earthwork is in progress
OPassenger Terminal Hub at
Sabarmati integrating HSR,
Metro, BRT and two Indian
Railways stations, is expected
to be completed by August

six hours. The Japan International Co-
operation Agency (JICA) is funding 81
per cent of project cost which is esti-
mated at 311 lakh crore,
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Country’s first bullet traintobe
operational by 2026: Vaishnaw

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
SURAT,JUNE B

UNION RAILWAY Minister
AshwiniVaishnaw said the gov-
ermnmentisconfidentofrunning
the country’s first bullet train
project by 2026, The trial run(of
the Mumbai-Ahmedabad High
Speed Rail Corridor) would be
between Surat and Billimora in
Navsaridistrict in August 2026,"
Vaishnaw said in Surat.

The Union minister wasona
visit to Surat and Navsari to re-
view the progress of the bullet
train project. " have seen the
construction work in progress at
Surat and Navsari. | am satisfied
with it. The fares of the bullet
train will be lesser than airlines.
Onewill getbetter facilitiesthan
airlines. We have not yet decided
on the fares. We will work on it
once the project gets com-
pleted," he said while interact-
ing withmediapersons.

Thebullet train will runatan
average speed of 300 kilometre
per hour(kmph)whileits design
speed is 320 kmph. "For that
more time has been consumed
for designing. Every month, 12
kms work is done," he said. The
total length of the project is
50817 kilometres. There will be
12 stations out of which eight
will be in Gujarat and four in
Maharashtra. There willbe three
depots, two in Gujarat (Suratand
Sabarmati) and one in
Maharashtra(Thane ).

Vaishnaw said that the bullet
train project has generated
around 1 lakh employment. "Of
the 508-km project between
Mumbai and Ahmedabad, the
workisin progress between Vapi
and Ahmedabad. Of the 350-km
section areas, the work is in
progresson 160 kms. The pillars
had been erected in a 60-km
area. Latest technology is being
used insix casting yards. Earlier,
the girders were directly im-
ported from China, but now we
have started manufacturing
girders locally in Surat and
Chennai," the minister said.

At the same time, he said the
process of land acquisition was
happening at a slower pace in
Maharashtra. “The local people
want bullet trains there, but the
Maharashtra government does
not wish to go ahead with this
project. We will not have any
problems, ourworl will continue.
Weare hopeful that the people of
Maharashtrawill accept this proj-
ectinthecoming days.A fewdays
ago, | spoke to abig political leader
of Maharashtra and he tmld me
that he wanted such a project in
the state," Vaishnaw said.

Meanwhile, the National

On track for release

RAIL SPAN GUJARAT
districts of Gujarat to
be covered by train —
Valsad,Navsari, Surat,
Bharuch, Vadodara, Anand, g
i Kheda, Ahmedabad. Vadodara
90 A') Maharashtra districts
LANDREQUIRED FOR onbullettrain's route
AHMEDABAD-MUMBAI —Mumbai, Thane,
BULLET TRAIN PROJECT Palghar
ACQUIRED
98.79% required for the 2026
peojecein Ggacat TRIALRUNBETWEEN
7149% in Maharashtra SURATANDBILIMORA,
100% required for Dadra RLYSMINISTERASHWINI
and Nagar Haveli stretch VAISHNAW SAID MONDAY

SOTHETRAN IS o

»
508 km ® Construction worksin Metro, Bus Rapid Transit
JOURNEY FROM various stages of progresson | (BRT) System and two
AHMEDABAD TO MUMBAI alleight stations for the stations of Indian Railways,
—_—— | bullettrainprojectin isexpected to be completed
2HOURS, 58 MINUTES Gujarat by August this year
e{(peﬁed TUETICes e M 100% contracts awarded M Operational control centre
distance (current travel » A
time6 hours-plus) for [heconstm.cdon‘ onthe !nnllbelocatedatSabam.un
TR 352-kmroute in Gujaratand | inAhmedabad. There will be
320 KMPH Dadra and Nagar Haveli three depots — at Surat and
Maximum speed B Passe: . Sabarmati in Gujarat,and

ngerterminal hubat 3

12 Sabarmati, integrating the ThaneinMaharasivra
Number of stations high speed rail station, Source: NHSRCL

MAHARASHTRA

Union Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw with MosS for
Railwaysand Surat MP Darshana Jardosh on Monday. Express

High Speed Rail Corparation
Limited {NHSRCL) said over 9¢
per cent of the total land re-
quired for the bullet train proj-
ecthas been acquired. More than

Maharashtra, Until last month,
around 129.6 kilometre of piling
work, 724-kilometreoffounda-
tion work and 61.6 kms of Pier
work were completed.

public-prnivate  partnership.
“Earlier. we lacked the experi-
ence for redeveloping railway
stations. We got experience after
redeveloping two railway sta-
tions—one in Gandhinagar and
secondin Bhopal. We haveissued
tenders for the redevelopment of
30 railway stations across the
country tomake them first-class
railway stabions,” he said.

The total cost for redevelop-
ing the Surat Railway Station is
Rs 880 crore. "The tender willbe
issuedinthe firstorsecond week
of July. The work will beinitiated
from Diwali month (October).
We have done improvement in
the structural design part... A
twa-floor roof plaza will be
made and the same concept as
railway stations in Beijing and

98.8 per cent of the land has Vaishnaw alsostated thatthe  Tokyowill beappliedon thetwo
been acquired in Gujarat,while  Railways will undertake the re-  floors. It will be connected with
100 percentisacquiredinDadra  development projectofthe Surat ~ BRTS and Metro Rail. The roads
and Nagar Haveli (Union Railway Station, whichwasini-  of the nearby areas will be ele-

Tervitory) and 71.5 per cent in

tially planned to be done under

vated," he said.
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Bullet train trial run in 2026: minister

90% —

LAND REQUIRED FOR
AHMEDABAD-MUMBAI
BULLET TRAIN PROJECT
ACQUIRED

98.79% required land
acquired in Gujarat

71.49% in Maharashtra

100% acquired for Dadra
and Nagar Haveli stretch

K\' NG Y

ABOUT THE TRAIN
508 km

JOURNEY FROM

e}

AHMEDABAD TOMUMBAI

2 HOURS, 58 MINUTES
expected time to cover the
distance (current travel
time over 6 hours)

320 KMPH
Maximum speed

12
Number of stations

RAIL SPAN GUJARAT @ SABARMATI
districts of Gujarat to Ahmedabad
be covered by train —
Valsad, Navsari, Surat, Anand 3
Bharuch, Vadodara, Anand, S
Kheda, Ahmedabad. Vadodara \
Maharashtra districts VT
on bullet train’sroute Bharuch
—Mumbai, Thane,
Paighar i SURAT
2026 BILIMORA
TRIAL RUNBETWEEN Vapi
SURATANDBILIMORA, ; -
RLYS MINISTERASHWINI Pl @
VAISHNAW SAID MONDAY Boisar z
. <
Virar &
Thane =
i =
. BKC(MUMBAI)

PROGRESS CHART t

M Construction works in Metro, Bus Rapid Transit

various stages of progress (BRT) System and two

onall eight stations for the stations of Indian Railways,

bullet train project in expected to be completed

Gujarat by August this year

M 100% contracts awarded M Operational control centre

for the construction on the will be located at Sabarmati

352-kmroute in Gujaratand | in Ahmedabad. There will be

Dadraand Nagar Haveli three depots — at Surat and
. Sabarmati in Gujarat, and

M Passenger terminal hub at :

Sabarmati, integrating the Thane in Maharashtra

high speed rail station, Source: NHSRCL
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Land acquisition delay to escalate cost of
bullet train project in state: Rly minister

VALLABHOZARKAR
MUMBAI, JUNE 6

ASHWINI VAISHNAW, Union
Railway Minister, inspected the
ongoing work on the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad bullet train project
in Surat on Monday and said that
the costof the project is expected
toescalateinMaharashtradue to
the delay in the land acquisition
- and commencement of the work.
| The estimated cost of the
' Mumbai-Ahmedabad bullet
* train project is Rs 1.08 lakh crore
of which 81 per cent is funded
“ through a loan from the Japan
lInternational  Cooperation
- Agency (JICA).
© Vaishnaw also announced
* that initially, the bullet train
I service will commence on the
*51-km stretch in Gujarat be-
“tween Surat and Bilimora by
12026 even if the work in
- Maharashtra is not complete.
While the Central govern-
I ment has put the onus on the
state government behind the de-
| lay in starting work, the project

Railway minister Ashwini Vaishnaw (third from left)
inspected the ongoing work on the Mumbai-Ahmedabad
bullet train project in Surat on Monday. Express

seems to have also been delayed
by over four years in Gujarat.
The initial deadline for com-
pletion of work on the 508-km
project was 2022 end. However,
the deadline kept extending and
now thefirst phase of the project,
a 51-km stretch between Surat
and Bilimora inGujarat s likely to
be operational only in 2026 and
the remaining part of the project
in Gujarat is expected by 2028.

The work in Maharashtra,
however, depends upon the ac-
quisition of the land. So far, the
National High-Speed Rail
Corporation Ltd (NHSRCL) a
nodal agency of the Indian
Railways, which is executing the
project has managed to acquire
71 per cent of the total land re-
quirement for the project. The
agency has managed tobuy land
parcels from private owners but

has been unable to acquire land
owned by the state government
or the forest department. This
constitutes the remaining partof
the land requirement for the
project.

Since the work contract can-
not be awarded until 90 per cent
of the land acquisition is com-
plete, thereis adelay in handing
over the land in BKC and other
parts of Mumbai to start work.
Due to the unavailability of the
land of BKC, the NHSRCL had re-
cently cancelled the tender for
the construction of terminal at
BKC after several extensions.

“The work in Maharashtra
willstart once the land ishanded
over to us, but more than thatit’s
the intent of the state govern-
ment for the project. Now, it's
also a time that the people of
Maharashtra should speak and
think about it the people of the
state want the bullet train proj-
ect and we are now hoping that
the state government will also be
convinced soon. We are open to
discussing with the state on any
issue they wish to discuss and

sortitout,” Vaishnaw said.

When asked if the cost of the
project on the Gujarat section
will also be escalated as there
has been a delay, the railway
minister said the costing will be
reviewed soon to ascertain the
escalation.

The project has been op-
posed by the Maharashtra Chief
Minister and Shiv Sena chief
Uddhav Thackeray, who during
his earlier rally in Bandra Kurla
Complex had clearly said that
the people of Maharashtra do
not need the project as the
Ahamadabad-Mumbai route is
not useful for Maharashtra. He
had demanded a bullet service
train between Mumbai and
Nagpur stretch.

Giving details about the proj-
ect, Vaishnav said that till now,
piers have been constructed in
more than a 61-km stretch also,
and work is being carried out si-
multaneously on a 160/170-km
stretch. Every month, more than
10-12 km of piers are being con-
structed, including bridges on
rivers, he added.
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‘Surat-Bilimora section will
be completed by Aug 2026’

Times NEws NETWORK

Surat: Union minister for
railways Ashwini Vaishnaw
on Monday said that the bul-
let train would run on Surat-
Billimora section by August
2026.

Vaishnav was in the city
to review the bullet train
project sites in Surat and
Navsari districts. He asses-
sed the progress and also in-
quired labourers about their
condition at these sites.

“We are keeping the tar-
get of running the first bul-
let train between Surat and
Bilimora in 2026. The pro-
gress is very good, and we
are confident of runningthe
train by that time,” he told
reporters.

The project is aimed at
running the bullet train bet-
ween Ahmedabad and Mum-
bai on a high-speed rail
(HSR) corridor at a speed of
320 kmph, covering a distan-

Railway minister inspecting progress of bullet train project

ce of 508 km and 12 stations.
Thetrainisexpected toredu-
ce the travel time between
the two cities to about three
hours from the current six
hours.

Vaishnaw further anno-
unced, “The tenders to rede-
velop Surat railway station
will befloated inJuly and the
work will start before year
end. After the redevelop-
ment of the Gandhinagar
and Bhopal railway stations,

we now have experience
with such projects. The ten-
ders for the redevelopment
of Udhnarailway station ha-
vealready beenfloated.” Cla-
rifying the slow execution of
the bullet train project in
Maharashtra, Vaishnaw sa-
id, “People in Maharashtra
want the project. They will
pressurise the government.
But the project will be viable
even if it runs between Ah-
medabad and Vapi.”
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Bullet train hits govt land
acquisition hurdle in Maha

BY "22 LINE WAS TO START; BY '28 ONLY GUJ

ManthanK.Mehta
@timesgroup.com

Imost all private
land needed for
the Rs 11 lakh
crore Mumbai-
edabad bul-
let train project has been ac-
quired by implementing au-
thority NHSRCL, but offi-
cials say work cannot start
till government and forest
land tooare broughtin. Over-
all, 90% of land acquisition
for the project, which spans
Gujarat, Dadra & Nagar Ha-
veli and Maharashtra, has
been implemented, but ma-
jorly in Gujarat and the
Union territory. So much is
the gap between the two
states that the railway minis-
ter, while reviewing the pro-
ject's progress on Monday,
said the Gujarat portion of
the corridor will be ready by
2028 and the first train will
possibly run two years earli-
eronas0kmsection(Surat to
Bilimora).

The railway board had de-
cided that civil work con-
tracts could be awarded only
after 90% of the land was in
possession of the NHSRCL
(National High Speed Rail
Corporation Ltd). Now, all
civil work and track con-
tracts have been awarded on-
ly in Gujaratand Dadra& Na-
gar Haveli, and there isno in-
dication of when this would
be possible in Maharashtra
too. Ashwini Vaishnav, the
railway minister, said during
his review in Surat, “Pro-
gress on the project, in Maha-
rashtra, is more dependent
on the intent of the state gov-
ernment. If the intentis posi-
tive, all issues related to land
acquisition will get resolv-
ed.” He also said that the cost
of the project’s Maharashtra
section will increase due to
delays.

The NHSRCL's managing
director, Satish Agnihotri,
said, “In Maharashtra, 71%

Dadra & Nagar Haveli
*Maijor part of government land yet to

32.2 hectares remain

has insisted that the Mumbai-
is the country’s need and will

the ‘city of dreams'

@@ o

be acquired. Total private land needed in
Maharashtra is 274.4 hectares, of which only

> Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Ahmedabad bullet train project
strengthen Mumbai's identity as

WORK PROGRESS REPORT = CONTRACTS
Status of land acquisition (%) Gujarat: 100% of civil work
Gujarat Maharashtra = and track contracts for the

construction of the route

contractors

has been awarded to Indian

status as of Gujarat

Dadra & Nagar Haveli: Same

Maharashtra: Contracts yet

to be awarded

POLITICAL SLUGFEST CONTINUES

» But when Uddhav Thackeray
became chief minister in Novem-
ber 2019, he announced that the

bullet train project was not on

the priority list of the Maharash-

tra government.

The corridor: Mumbai-
Ahmedabad
Length: 508km

Gujarat: 320km
Maharashtra: 180km

Dadra & Nagar Haveli:
8km

Benefit:

rashtra government in
executing the project

Ashwini Vaishnav
| RAILWAY MiNISTER

of land has been acquired.
Land belonging to the state
government still needs to be
handed over to us, for which
talksare beingheld.”

Out of the total land re-
quirement of about 434 hec-

tares in  Maharashtra,
NHSRCL has acquired just
over 310 hectares (which is
71%). The three districts in
the state through which the

What is the benefit of a bullet train between
Mumbai and Ahmedabad to Mumbaikars? If they
(Centre) love this city and its citizens, why are they not
giving land at Kanjurmarg for Metro-3?
Uddhav Thackeray | cw, at a rally on april 2

There is a lack of intent
on the part of the Maha-

route will pass are Mumbai,
Thane and Palghar. Out of
the three, 78% of the require-
ment in Thane has been met
and 70% in Palghar. But in
Mumbai, progress is at a
standstill as the state govern-
ment has not been able to re-
lease any land from the total
4.8 hectares needed inthecity
fortheprojecttogoahead. An
official said land acquisition

The bullet train will
cut travel time of over
6 hours to just

2 hours and
58 minutes

in Mumbai will be expensive
given that the route will pass
through the prime commer-
cialdistrict of BKC.

In contrast to Maharash-
tra, 99% of the total land re-
quirement of about 943 hec-
tares in Gujarat has been
met. And in Dadra and Nagar
Haveli, the entire require-
ment of about 8 hectares has
beenreleased for the project.



secalTORCL

INDIAN EXPRESS, Delhi, 7.6.2022

Page No. 9, Size:(15.84)cms X (21.42)cms.

Bullet train trial run in 2026: minister

90%
LANDREQUIREDFOR
AHMEDABAD-MUMBAI
BULLET TRAINPROJECT
ACQUIRED

98.79% required land
acquired in Gujarat
71.49% in Maharashtra

100% acquired for Dadra
and Nagar Haveli stretch

ABOUT THE TRAIN

508 km @

JOURNEY FROM
AHMEDABAD TOMUMBAI
2 HOURS, 58 MINUTES
expected time to coverthe
distance (current travel
time over 6 hours)

320 KMPH

Maximum speed

12

Number of stations

RAILSPAN

districts of Gujarat to
be covered by train —
Valsad, Navsari, Surat,

Bharuch,Vadodara, Anand,

Kheda, Ahmedabad.

Maharashtra districts

onbullet train's route
—Mumbai, Thane,
Palghar

2026

TRIALRUNBETWEEN
SURATANDBILIMORA,
RLYSMINISTERASHWINI
VAISHNAW SAID MONDAY

M Construction works in
various stages of progress
onall eight stationsforthe
bullet train project in
Gujarat

W 100% contracts awarded
for the construction on the
352-km route in Gujarat and
Dadra and NagarHaveli

M Passenger terminal hub at
Sabarmati, integrating the
high speed rail station,

GUJARAT

SABARMATI
Ahmedabad

Vadodara""‘:

Bharudi"_‘ |

MAHARASHTRA

. BKC(MUMBAI)

PROGRESS CHART :

Metro, Bus Rapid Transit
(BRT) System and two
stations of Indian Railways,
expected to be completed
by August this year

M Operational control centre
will be located at Sabarmati
in Ahmedabad. There will be
three depots — at Suratand
Sabarmati in Gujarat, and
Thane in Maharashtra

Source: NHSRCL
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Hope to have 1st bullet
train by 2026: Vaishnaw

TRBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JUNE 6

Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Monday said he
was confident of achieving the
target of running thecountry's
first bullet train between Surat
and Biimom in Gujamat in
2026 as good progress has been
made in thisdirection.

Vaishnaw was in Surat to
inspect the progress of the
government’s  ambitious
Ahmedbad-Mumbai bullet
train project.

“We are keeping the target of
running the first bullet train
between Surat and Bilimora in
2026. The progress is very
good, and we are confident of
running the train by that
time,” he told reporters.

Bilimora is a town in Navsan
district of south Gujarat,

The project is aimed at run-
ning the bullet train between
Ahmedabad and Mumbai on
a high speed il corridor at a
speed of 320 kmph, covering
a distance of 508 km and 12
stations, The train is expect-
ed to reduce the tmvel time
between the two cities to

RLYS TO DISBAND
FIVE TA REGIMENTS

The Railways have decided
to disband the Railway
Engineers’ Territorial Army
Regiments located at five
places, induding Chandk
garh. Jhansi, Kota, Adra
and Secunderabad are the
four other places where TA
Regiments are going to be
disbanded. rn

LIMIT FOR ONLINE TRAIN
TICKET BOOKING UP

The Railways has
increased the maximum
monthly limit for booking
tickets to 24, ifthe user
ID s Aadhaardinked, and
to 12, if the user ID is not
Aadhaarlinked, and one
of the passengers in the
ticket is verifiable
through Aadhaar. 1

about three hours from the
current six hours.

The Japan International
Cooperation Agency is fund-
ing 81 per cent of project cost
which is estimated at Rs 1.1
lakh crore.
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First bullet train
to run in India by
2026: Rail Minister

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ New Delhi

IF all goes well, Gujarat will
become the country’s first
state to run the bullet train
between Surat and Bilimora,
covering nearly 63 km within
Gujarat, in another four
years.

As a part of the govern-
ment’s ambitious Ahmeda-
bad-Mumbai High Speed Rail
Project, the railways has
reported good progress
on it, said Union Rail-
way Minister Ashwi-
ni Vaishnaw after a
spot inspection. “Iam
confident of running
India’s first bullet train
in Gujarat in 2026," he said.

Bilimora city is surround-
ed by three rivers - the Am-
bika, the Kavri and the Kare-
ra. The Somnath temple is
located in Bilimora.

According to the minister,
the Mumbai-Ahmedabad high
speed rail corridor will facili-
tate the bullet train that will
travel at a speed of 320 kmph,
covering 508 km with 12 sta-
tions only. The Japan Interna-

~

tional Cooperation Agency
has also funded at 1.1 lakh
crore, which is 80% of the to-
tal cost of this project.

“The pillars for the bullet
train have been put up along
61 km of the route. Other
works are underway along
150 km of the stretch ata good
pace,” the minister said.

The minister also inspected
the operation of a segmental
casting vard of the bullet

train project near Vak-
tana village in Chorya-
si Taluka in Surat
district.
When asked about
the progress of the
project on the Mahar-
ashtra side, the minister
admitted the slow pace of
work amid land acquisition
issues. But efforts were on to
ramp up the work with the
support of the state govern-
ment. “Maharashtra should
work with the spirit of coop-
eration. This is a national
project and there should not
be any politics in it,” he said.

Around 352-km section of
the bullet train project falls
under the Gujarat territory.
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Vaishnaw: Hope to see 1st
bullet train running in 2026

RAILWAY MINISTER ASH-
WINI Vaishnaw on Monday
said the governemnt is con-
fidentofachievingthe target
ofrunning the country’s first
bullet train between Surat
and Bilimora in Gujarat in
2026 asgood progress has

been madein this direction.
Vaishnaw was in Surat to
inspect the progress of the
government’s ambitious
Ahmedabad-Mumbai bullet
train project There hasbeen
good progress in construc-
tion, he said. -PTI1
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@ FIRSTBULLET TRAIN IN 2026

Ashwini Vaishnaw, railway minister

We are keeping the target of running the

first bullet train between Surat and Bilimora
in 2026. The progress is very good, and we are
confident of running the train by that time
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Hope to achieve target of first
bullet train by 2026: Vaishnaw

Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw on Monday said they are
confidentofachieving the target of running the country's first
bullet train between Suratand Bilimora in Gujaratin 2026 as good
progress has been made inthis direction. Over 90 per cent ofthe
land required forthe Ahmedabad-Mumbai bullet train project
spread across Gujarat, Maharashtra and the Union Territory of
Dadra and Nagar Haveli has been acquired, the project's
implementing agency NHSRCL said on Monday. PTI
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Land for
bullet train

ver 90 per cent of

the total land re-
quired for the ambi-
tious Ahmedabad-
Mumbai bullet train
project spread across
Gujarat, Maharashtra
and the Union Territo-

ry of Dadra and Nagar
Haveli has been ac-
quired. The high-speed
bullet train is expected to
cover the 508-km journey
from Ahmedabad to
Mumbai in 2 hours and
58 minutes, against the
current travel time of
over six hours. Out of the
1,396 hectares of land re-
quired for the project,
1.260.76 hectares have
been acquired.
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Fast or slow bullet
train? Choice 18 yours

KAMAL MISHRA

For the convenience of pas-
sengers, the much-awaited
Mumbai-Ahmedabad bullet
train will have fast and slow
services. The fast services,
with limited halts, will cover
the distance between the two
cities in just 2.07 hours,
while the slow service will
cover the distance of 508 km
in 2.58 hours as it will halt at
every station en route. Cur-
rently; the fastest train on the
route--Shatabdi Express-
takes over 6.15 hours to cover
the same distance.

As per initial plan, fast bul-
let train services will have
only two stops at Surat and
Vadodara between Mumbai
and Ahmedabad, while slow
ones will stop at all stations
from starting points, includ-
ing Thane, Virar, Boisar,
Vapi, Bilimora, Surat,
Bharuch, Vadodara, Anand
and Ahmedabad.

Speaking about the fares of
the ambitious train, a rail of-
ficial said, "It will be compet-
itive and less than air fare."
The bullet trains will have
business and standard sec-
tions with 2x2 and 2x3 seat-
ing configuration.

@ Corridor length 508.17 km
@ Max speed 320 kmph

a Fast bullet travel time 2.07
hours

a Slow bullet travel time
2.58 hours

a Total number of stations 12

@ Gujarat 8, Maharashtra 4

To be chugged on a high
speed rail corridor, the bul-
lets will run at a mind-bog-
gling speed of 320 kmph and
reduce the travel time to less
than three hours from the
current 6.15 hours.

According to railway min-
ister Ashwini Vaishnaw, this
project has generated mas-
sive employment opportuni-
ties with the creation of
more than 1 lakh jobs annu-
ally.

The Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA)
is funding 81 per cent of proj-
ect cost, which is estimated
at Rs1.1lakh crore.

Vaishnaw said pillars for
the bullet train project have
been put up on 61 km of the
route and work is underway
on around 150 km of the
stretch.
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Vapi - Ahmedabad bullet train after four years
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The state has no will for 'bullets
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The first bullet train will run in 2026: Railway Minister
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Bullet train on Vapi to Ahmedabad route after four years
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‘Even with 29% land acquisition pending in Maharashtra, we will complete the bullet train project on

time
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90% land acquisition of Bullet Train project completed
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The country's first bullet train will run by 2026
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Railway Minister visiting the High Speed Rail Corridor
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(South Gujarat to benefit from country's first bullet train to run between Surat-Bilimora by August 2026
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Mumbai - Railway Minister Vaishnav inspecting the operation of Ahmedabad High Speed Rail Corridor
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The country's first bullet train will run between Surat and Bilimora by August 2026
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The first bullet train will run in 2026
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Bullet train to run in 2026: Vaishnaw

SURAT
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Monday said
they are confident of achiev-
ing the target of running the
country’s first bullet train
between Surat and Bilimora
in 2026 as good progress has
been made in this direction.
Vaishnaw was in Surat to
inspect the progress of the
government’s  ambitious
Ahmedabad-Mumbai bullet
train project. There has

been good progress in the
construction of infrastruc-
ture for the bullet train be-
tween Ahmedabad and
Mumbai, and the work is
being done at a high speed.
“We are keeping the tar-
get of running the first bullet
train between Surat and Bil-
imora in 2026. The progress
is very good, and we are
confident of running the
train by that time,” he said.
Bilimora is a town in
Navsari district of south Gu-

jarat. The project is aimed at
running the bullet train be-
tween Ahmedabad and
Mumbai on a high speed rail
(HSR) corridor at a speed of
320 kmph, covering a dis-
tance of 508 km and 12 sta-
tions. The train is expected
toreduce the travel time be-
tween the two cities to about
three hours from the current
six hours. The Japan Inter-
national Cooperation
Agency is funding 81% of
project cost which is esti-

mated at Rs L1 lakh crore.
Vaishnaw said pillars have
been put up on 61 km of the
route and work is underway
on 150 km of the stretch.

“It is Prime Minister
Narendra Modji’s vision to
provide ultra modern and
best services, such as rede-
velopment of railway sta-
tions, new Vande Bharat
trains, Kavach, bullet
trains...We are working to
fulfil the aspirations of 130
crore Indians,” he said.rn
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Over 90% land acquired
for bullet train p()]et

The Rs 110 lakh crore
project was earlier
expected to be
completed by 2022,
but faced land

acquisition hurdles
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ahmedabad, June 6: Over 90 per
cent of the total land required for
the ambitious Ahmedabad-Mumbai
bullet train project spread across
Gujarat, Maharashtra and the
Union Territory of Dadra and
Nagar Haveli has been acquired, the
project’s implementing agency
NHSRCL said Monday.

Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw reviewed the progress of
the project in Surat and Navsari
districts of Gujarat Monday and
said he was confident that the first
train will start running run be-
tween Surat and Bilimora in the
state in 2026. The high speed bullet
frain is expected to cover the 508-km
journey from Ahmedabad to
Mumbai in 2 hours and 58 minutes,
as against the current travel time of
over six hours.

Out of 1,396 hectare land re-
quired for the project, 1,260.76
hectare, or 90.31 per cent, has been
acquired as on June 5, said the
National High Speed Rail
Corporation Limited (NHSRCL),
the special purpose vehicle formed
to implement the project.

As per details shared by the

NHSRCL in a release, 98.79 per

cent of the land required for the
project in Gujarat has been ac-
quired, while in neighbouring
Maharashtra, the figure stands at
71.49 per cent. Besides, all the land
required for the stretch covering the
Dadra and Nagar Haveli has been
acquired, it said.

At 954.28 hectare, Gujarat ac-
counts for majority of the land re-
quired for the project, covering
eight districts of Valsad, Navsari,
Surat, Bharuch, Vadodara, Anand,
Kheda, and Ahmedabad. Of this,
942.72 hectare has been acquired,
the NHSRCL said. In Maharashtra,
the project covers Mumbai, Thane
and Palghar, requiring 433.82
hectare land, out of which 310.14
hectare has been acquired so far.

For the project stretch covering
Dadra and Nagar Haveli, all the
7.90 hectare land has been acquired,
the agency said.

As per the NHSRCL, the con-
struction works are in various
stages on all eight stations for the
bullet train project in Gujarat, and
100 per cent contracts have been

awarded for the construction on the
352-kmroute in the state and Dadra
and Nagar Haveli.

The passenger terminal hub at
Sabarmati, integrating the high
speed rail station, Metro, Bus Rapid
Transit (BRT) System and two sta-
tions of the Indian Railways, is
expected to be completed by August
this year, it said.

There will be 12 stations along
the route of the bullet train, in-
cluding eight in Gujarat and four
in Maharashtra. Its operational
control centre will be located at
Sabarmati in Ahmedabad. There
will be three depots, - at Surat and
Sabarmati in Gujarat and Thane
in Maharashtra.

The foundation stone of the proj-
ect, which received a soft loan of Rs
88,000 crore from a Japanese agency;
was laid on September 14, 2017 by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and his then Japanese counter-
part Shinzo Abe.

The Rs 1.101akh crore project was
then expected to be completed by
2022, but faced land acquisition
hurdles.
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First bullet train
to run in India by
2026: Rail Minister

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ New Delhi

IF all goes well, Gujarat will
become the country’s first
state to run the bullet train
between Surat and Bilimora,
covering nearly 63 km within
Gujarat, in another four
years.

As a part of the govern-
ment’s ambitious Ahmeda-
bad-Mumbai High Speed Rail
Project, the railways has
reported good progress
on it, said Union Rail-
way Minister Ashwi-
ni Vaishnaw after a
spot inspection. “Iam
confident of running
India’s first bullet train
in Gujarat in 2026," he said.

Bilimora city is surround-
ed by three rivers - the Am-
bika, the Kavri and the Kare-
ra. The Somnath temple is
located in Bilimora.

According to the minister,
the Mumbai-Ahmedabad high
speed rail corridor will facili-
tate the bullet train that will
travel at a speed of 320 kmph,
covering 508 km with 12 sta-
tions only. The Japan Interna-

~

tional Cooperation Agency
has also funded at 1.1 lakh
crore, which is 80% of the to-
tal cost of this project.

“The pillars for the bullet
train have been put up along
61 km of the route. Other
works are underway along
150 km of the stretch ata good
pace,” the minister said.

The minister also inspected
the operation of a segmental
casting vard of the bullet

train project near Vak-
tana village in Chorya-
si Taluka in Surat
district.
When asked about
the progress of the
project on the Mahar-
ashtra side, the minister
admitted the slow pace of
work amid land acquisition
issues. But efforts were on to
ramp up the work with the
support of the state govern-
ment. “Maharashtra should
work with the spirit of coop-
eration. This is a national
project and there should not
be any politics in it,” he said.

Around 352-km section of
the bullet train project falls
under the Gujarat territory.
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Railways committed to run bullet train in 2026
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Minister of Railways inspects and reviews
progress of high speed rail station at Surat

Ashwini Vaishnaw,
T 3‘ Union Minister for
Railways,
Communications and
Electronics &
Information Technology
visited the site for Surat
High Speed Rail (HSR)
station on 6th June,
2022 and reviewed the
progress of Mumbai -
Ahmedabad High Speed
Rail Project. Vaishnaw also visited the Casting Yards located at Surat
& Navsari and inspected the launching of Segmental Lifting of Full
Span Box Girder over piers using Launching Gantry. He was
accompanied by Darshana Jardosh, Minister of State for Railways &
Textiles and other senior railway officials of Western Railway &
National High Speed Rail Corporation Limited (NHSRCL).




