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National High Spe:

Japan PM aide may

Twitter/@RailMinindia

visit bullet train site

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A high level Ja-
panese delegation headed
by the special adviser to Ja-
panese Prime Minister, Mo-
ri Masafumi, is slated to vi-
sit India this weekend and
isalsolikely to visit the site
of country’s first bullet tra-
in project with railway mi-
nister Ashwini Vaishnaw.

This visit comes at a ti-
me when the project has got
delayed and the cost has al-
SO gone up.

The visit also assumes
significance considering
that India is pushing for
part operation of the 508
km long Mumbai-Ahmed-
abad high speed rail corri-
dor in August 2026. Sources
said getting a firm commit-
ment from Japan to meet
the target is crucial. There
are signals of fast-tracking
the plan to float tenders for
procurement of rolling
stock (trains), which is key
fortheprojectand would ta-
ke time as well.

The government, early
thisweek, said thattheland
acquisition for this project
is almost complete. The
overall physical progress
was around 24 % till last we-
ek of November. While the
current progress is around
30% in Gujarat, it’s around

A bullet train girder being
launched earlier this week

13% in Maharashra.

Sources said conside-
ring the rising input cost
and estimated pricing of
therollingstock (trains)set
to go up, it’s important now
for both Japanese and Indi-
an sides to agree to the up-
dated cost before floating
the tender.

The ambitious project
was sanctioned in Decem-
ber2015atanestimated cost
of Rs 1.08 lakh crore with
80% Japanese funding as
an easy loan. Howeverthe
projectcostissettocrossRs
1.5 lakh crore, sources said.
However, the government
maintains that the exact
cost would be known only
after all the tenders are
awarded.

Though the project was
initially planned for comp-
letion by 2023, there have
been multiple extensions
and now a target has been
set to make the Gujarat sec-
tion operational by 2026.
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Bullet train project:
98% land acquired

Japanese ambassador Hiroshi F Suzuki
takes a tour of the project in Surat

| Ahmedabad Mirror Bureau
feedback@ahmedabadmirror.com

TWEETS @ahmedabadmirror
inety-eight per cent of the
land needed for the bullet
train project between Ah-
medabad and Mumbai has

been acquired while all the tenders

for various work along the 352 km

have also been awarded. The work
on eight stations between Vapi and
Sabarmati is in full swing while
bridge work on rivers like Narmada,
Tapi, Mahi and Sabarmati is in pro-
gress. These and other details were
told to Hiroshi F. Suzuki, Ambassa-
dor of Japan to India who was on a
visit to Surat on Wednesday.

Suzuki, accompanied by Rajendra
Prasad, Managing Director, National
High-Speed Rail Corporation Ltd vis-
ited the under-construction Surat HSR
station, casting yards at Surat and
Navsari district and Purna River.

The ambassador expressed satisfac-
tion with the pace of work.

The bullet train will have 12 rail-
way stations - eight in Gujarat and
four in Mumbai. They include Vapi,
Bilimora, Surat, Bharuch, Vadodara,
Anand/Nadiad, Ahmedabad and
Sabarmati in Gujarat and Mumbai
(BKC), Thane, Virar and Boisar in
Maharashtra.

The train will have a maximum
operational speed of 320 kmph and
will travel between Ahmedabad and
Mumbai in 2.07 hours with limited
stops and 2.58 hours with halts at
all stations.
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Ambassador

of Japan visits
bullet train
construction sites
in South Gujarat

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, DECEMBER 21

HIROSHI SUZUKI, Ambassador of
Japan to India visited the bullet
train construction sites in South
Gujarat along with Rajendra
Prasad, Managing director of
National High Speed Rail
Corporation Limited (NHSRCL),
and reviewed the progressofthe
project, Wednesday.

Suzuki visited the under con-
struction bullet train station at
Surat city, casting yards at Surat
and Navsari districts and the
Purnariver. Kyoko Hokugo, min-
ister, economic and development,
Embassy of Japanin India, Hiroshi
Ishirara, director of International
Engineering Affairs, Ministry of
Land, Infrastructure and
Transport and Assistant Director
Yuki Tokuda were also part of the
team that visited the site.

“Thisisan amazing construc-
tion site. | have been briefed by
my colleagues on how the work
is progressing, [ look forward to
working closely with my Indian
friends. When this projectis com-
plete,lamsureitwill bring about
anew revolution like the Maruti
Suzuki revolution,” said Hiroshi
Suzuki after visiting the site.

Managing Director of
NHSRCL Prasad said that con-
struction of viaduct is expected
to be completed on the priority
stretch between Surat and
Bilimora by October 2023.

“After that work on laying
tracks will begin and by June
2026 we will conduct the trial
run,” he added. In Gujarat, pile
hasbeencastoveralengthof222
kilometer, foundation over 138
kilometer and piers have been
constructed over a stretch of 120
kilometres. A total of 17.32 kilo-
meter of viaduct has also been
built at different locations.
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Bullet Train Station was visited by the Japanese Ambassador
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