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Bullet train:
Technical bids
opened for
21km tunnel

Mumbai: The National
High Speed Rail Corpora-
tion Ltd (NHSRCL), which
is executing the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad bullet train
project, opened the techni-
cal bidsfor the construction
of a 21km tunnel between
Bandra-Kurla Complex
(BKC) and Shilphata in
Thanedistricton Thursday.
Of the 21km tunnel, 7km
will be under the sea.

The tunnel will ensure
protection to the bird sanc-
tuary and mangroves aro-
und Thane creek.

Twobids have beenrece-
ived from Afcons Infrast-
ructure Limited and Lar-
sen & Toubro Limited. The
final bidder will be selected
after openingof thefinanci-
al bids in a few months.

As per the NHSRCL, the
tunnel will be a single-tube

twin-track structure ha-

ving a diameter of 13.1m at
depthsranging from 25-40m
below the ground.

Of its 21km length, three
tunnel-boring  machines
will build 15.4km of the
structure, while the remai-
ning stretch will see the
work being done as per the
New Austrian Tunnelling
Method, said officials.

“The tunnel will cross
Thane creek and the survey
work under the creek was
done using underwater sta-
tic refraction technique
and was successfully comp-
leted. The NHSRCL has
showcased facade designs
of Bandra-Kurla Complex,
Virar, Boisar, and Thane
stations for the bullet train
in Maharashtra,” an offici-
al said. Tnn&pPTI
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Bullet train: Tech bids for
undersea tunnel opened

Mumbai : The technical bids for the construction of a
21km tunnel, 7km of which will be under the sea, as

part of the Mum-
bai-Ahmedabad
High Speed Rail
Corridor, popu-
larly called the
Bullet train proj-
ect, was opened
on Thursday.
Two bids have
been received
from Afcons In-
frastructure

Limited and
Larsen & Toubro
Limited for the
C2 package be-
tween Bandra-
Kuria Complex
in Mumbai and
Shilphata in
Thane, a Nation-
al High Speed
Rail Corporation
Limited (NHSR:
CL) spokesper-
son said. After
technical evalua-
tion, financial
bids will be

opened.

As per NHSR-
CL, the tunnel
will be a single-
tube twin-track
structure with a
diameter of
13.1mt at depths
ranging from 25
40 metres below
the ground. Of
its 20.37km
length, three tun-
nel boring ma-
chines (TBMs)
will build
1542km of the
structure, while
the remaining
4.96km stretch
will see the work
being done as
per the New Aus-
trian Tunnelling
Method (NATM).

“The tunnel
will cross Thane
creek and the
survey work un-
der the creek
was done using
underwater stat-
ic refraction
technique and
was successfully
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'Mumbai-Ahmedabad Bullet' train project's underwater route work speeds up.
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2firmsinraceto
build undersea
tunnel for bullet
train project

AJITH ATHRADY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

Larsen & Toubro and Afcons
Infrastructure are in the
race to bag the construc-
tion of a 21-km-long tunnel,
including the country’s first
7-km-long undersea tunnel
in Maharashtra for Mum-
bai-Ahmedabad bullet train.

The 21 km tunnel will be
constructed at Thane creek
between underground
stations at Bandra-Kurla
Complex and Shilphata in
Maharashtra.

In September last year,
the NHSRCL (National High
Speed Railway Corporation
Limited) invited bids for the
tunnelling works using a
combination of tunnel bor-
ing machines (TBM) and
the New Austrian Tunnel-
ing Method (NATM) for the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad High-
Speed Rail Corridor.

“Thebids for construction
of the 21-km-long tunnel,
including India’s first 7-km-
long undersea tunnel in
Mabharashtra for the Mum-
bai-Ahmedabad High Speed
Rail Corridor, were opened
onFebruary9,2023. Afcons
Infrastructure Limited and
Larsen & Toubro Limited
have submitted their bids,”
spokesperson from NHSR-
CL said.

After technical evalua-
tion, financial bids will be
opened, spokesperson said.
A 7 km undersea tunnel for
the bullet train project will
be constructed to save about
12hectares of mangrove for-
estsin Thane creek. Thiswill
increase the construction
cost of the project’s 21-km-
long stretch from Bandra
Kurla Complex Station to
Shilphata, fromRs100crore
toRs10,000 crore.
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Bullet train:
Technical bids
opened for
21km tunnel

TNN & AGENCIES

Mumbai: The National
High Speed Rail Corpora-
tion Ltd (NHSRCL), which
is executing the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad bullet train
project, opened the techni-
cal bidsfortheconstruction
of a 21km tunnel between
Bandra-Kurla Complex
(BKC) and Shilphata in
Thanedistrict on Thursday.
Of the 21km tunnel, 7km
will beunder the sea.

The tunnel will ensure
protection to the bird sanc-
tuary and mangroves aro-
und Thane creek.

Two bids have been rece-
ived from Afcons Infrast-
ructure Limited and Lar-
sen & Toubro Limited. The
final bidder will be selected
after openingof thefinanci-
al bids in a few months.

As per the NHSRCL, the
tunnel will be a single-tube
twin-track structure ha-
ving a diameter of 13.1m at
depths ranging from 25-40m
below the ground.

Of its21km length, three
tunnel-boring machines
will build 15.4km of the
structure, while the remai-
ning stretch will see the
work being done as per the
New Austrian Tunnelling
Method, said officials.



